Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy

The Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy bears witness to the profound outrage,
horror, and trauma following the inhumane murder of George Floyd by members of
the Minneapolis Police Department on May 25, 2020. We recognize that his murder
stems from centuries of racial violence against innocent, unarmed Black men, women,
and children in this country to uphold systems of white supremacy.

We recognize that the violence of white supremacy stretches back to the founding of
this country here in Virginia. We recognize that the violence of white supremacy
began with the genocide of Indigenous Nations inhabiting this land.

We recognize that the violence of white supremacy became institutionalized with the
enslavement and exploitation of Africans and people of African descent. We

further recognize that the violence of white supremacy continues to be perpetuated in
policies and practices that inflict undue suffering and harm to communities of color.

We believe this is a defining moment in time when we, as people of faith and good will,
cannot stand by in silence. We must stand up and speak out.

Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy condemns racial violence and racism in all
forms. We pray for all individuals, families, and communities enduring pain, sorrow,
rage, and shock due to the impact of racial violence.

We add our Virginia voices to the national call for the criminal prosecution in the case
of George Floyd’s death as the first step to paving the road to justice in Minneapolis.
We recognize a responsibility to speak out as we hail from the land that, beginning in
1619, kidnapped Africans and forcefully brought them here.

We believe that faith leaders have a unique responsibility and a sacred mandate to lift
up the dignity and value of all human beings.

We recognize that all faiths believe in justice and therefore we call on people of all
faiths and good will to join us in our work of advocating systemic changes that
would dismantle institutionalized racism.

This tragedy makes it even more urgent for us to draw closer together as partners
across all religions, races, and ethnicities to fight for justice and equality.



